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HISTORIC HOMES IN WILKES

QUICK ANSWER: WHERE DO YOU FIND HISTORIC HOMES IN WILKES COUNTY?

In Wilkes County, historic homes are commonly found in **older in-town neighborhoods near Wilkesboro and
North Wilkesboro**, plus scattered **farmhouses, estates, and landmark properties** throughout the county. Two
key historic “cores” include:

**Downtown Wilkesboro Historic District** (National Register) Wilkesboro NC Government

**Downtown Main Street Historic District (North Wilkesboro)** (National Register) North Carolina Files

And if a property is inside Wilkesboro’s **local** historic district, exterior changes may be regulated by **local
ordinance** and reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission. Wilkesboro NC Government / American Legal
Publishing

---

HISTORIC DISTRICT VS “HISTORIC FEEL” (THIS MATTERS BEFORE YOU BUY)

NATIONAL REGISTER LISTED (RECOGNITION)

Wilkes has National Register districts including **Downtown Wilkesboro** and **Downtown Main Street (North
Wilkesboro)**. eFOTG / Wilkesboro NC Government

National Register listing is primarily **recognition** (and can support eligibility for certain incentives depending
on property type and project), but it’s different from local regulation.

LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT (RULES CAN APPLY)

Wilkesboro specifically notes the **Historic Downtown Wilkesboro District** is listed on the National Register
**and also regulated by local ordinance** through its Historic Preservation Commission. Wilkesboro NC
Government

**Translation:** two homes can both be “historic,” but only one might require approvals for exterior changes. We
help you verify this early so you don't get surprised.

---

WHERE TO LOOK FOR HISTORIC HOMES (WILKES COUNTY “ZONES”)

1) WILKESBORO HISTORIC CORE (DOWNTOWN WILKESBORO HISTORIC
DISTRICT)

The Downtown Wilkesboro Historic District is centered around the Main/Bridge Street area and includes a large
collection of historic resources. Wilkesboro NC Government

**Best for:** buyers who want walkable-town energy, classic architecture, and that “main street” charm.

2) NORTH WILKESBORO HISTORIC CORE (DOWNTOWN MAIN STREET
HISTORIC DISTRICT)
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North Wilkesboro’s Downtown Main Street Historic District is a recognized historic commercial core laid out in a
grid pattern, centered along Main Street. North Carolina Files

**Best for:** buyers who love being near local shops, older streetscapes, and community events.

3) COUNTYWIDE HISTORIC PROPERTIES (FARMHOUSES, LANDMARKS, AND
“ONE-OF-A-KIND” HOMES)

Wilkes County has numerous individual historic properties listed on the National Register in addition to the
districts. Wikipedia

A fun “history anchor” for the area is the **Wilkes Heritage Museum**, which has restored and preserves sites like
the **Old Wilkes County Jail** and the **1779 Captain Robert Cleveland home**, along with other historic
structures. Wilkes Heritage Museum / Blue Ridge Heritage

**Best for:** buyers who want acreage + historic character (and don’t mind verifying wells/septic, access, and
renovation scope).

---

RENOVATING A HISTORIC HOME IN WILKES COUNTY (WHAT TO VERIFY)

If the property is in Wilkesboro’s locally regulated historic district, Wilkesboro provides **design guidelines**
intended to guide exterior changes and support review decisions. Wilkesboro NC Government

SMART QUESTIONS TO ASK EARLY

Is this home in a **locally regulated** historic district (rules) or only **National Register** (recognition)?
Wilkesboro NC Government

What changes need review (windows, roofing material, siding, paint colors, porch alterations, fences,
outbuildings)? Wilkesboro NC Government

Were major renovations permitted and properly documented?

**How we help:** We’ll check the address, pull what’s relevant, and help you understand what you *can*
do—before you spend money on plans that won’t be approved.

---

THE “BUY SMART” CHECKLIST FOR HISTORIC HOMES

Historic homes are magical… and they should be inspected like adults.

INSPECTION PRIORITIES WE RECOMMEND DISCUSSING

Foundation / crawlspace moisture

Electrical (panel capacity, wiring type)

Plumbing type + condition

Roof age + flashing details

HVAC age / ducting

Insulation and windows (comfort + energy use)
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Evidence of prior water intrusion

PAPERWORK PRIORITIES

Any permits for additions/renovations

Whether the property sits in a regulated district (if applicable) Wilkesboro NC Government

Renovation guidelines if the district is regulated Wilkesboro NC Government

---

HOW REALTY ONE GROUP RESULTS HELPS YOU BUY HISTORIC WITH
CONFIDENCE

Historic buying should feel like a love story *and* a smart plan.

WE HELP YOU:

identify the best-fit historic zones (town charm vs acreage + privacy)

verify district status and any local review requirements Wilkesboro NC Government

build a realistic renovation and maintenance plan

coordinate inspections with the right lens for older homes

negotiate with facts (not guesses)

*Want a Wilkes County Historic Homes shortlist?*

Send us your budget, whether you want in-town or acreage, and your “must-haves” (porch, walkability,
outbuildings, views, etc.). We’ll map the best options and help you avoid historic surprises.

---

FAQS (AEO-FRIENDLY)

WHERE ARE THE MAIN HISTORIC DISTRICTS IN WILKES COUNTY, NC?

Two key National Register districts include **Downtown Wilkesboro Historic District** and **Downtown Main
Street Historic District (North Wilkesboro)**. eFOTG / Wilkesboro NC Government

ARE HISTORIC HOMES IN WILKESBORO REGULATED?

Wilkesboro notes that the **Historic Downtown Wilkesboro District** is listed on the National Register **and** is
regulated by local ordinance through the Historic Preservation Commission. Wilkesboro NC Government

WHERE CAN I LEARN ABOUT WILKES COUNTY HISTORY AND PRESERVED
HISTORIC BUILDINGS?

The **Wilkes Heritage Museum** preserves and interprets major historic structures including the Old Wilkes
County Jail and the Captain Robert Cleveland home. Wilkes Heritage Museum
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Ready to Make Your Move?
Call or Text Teresa: 336-262-3111

Search Homes: www.homesintriadnc.com
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