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W KERR SCOTT LAKE LIVING GUIDE

QUICK ANSWER: WHAT IS W. KERR SCOTT LAKE KNOWN FOR?

W. Kerr Scott Lake (W. Kerr Scott Dam & Reservoir) is a **U.S. Army Corps of Engineers** lake near Wilkesboro
with **boating, kayaking, fishing, swimming beaches, campgrounds, and an incredible trail system**—including
nationally recognized historic trail segments and **40+ miles of mountain bike singletrack**. National Park Service

1) W. KERR SCOTT LAKE BASICS (WHAT IT IS + WHERE IT IS)

Operated by the **U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)**, primarily for **flood control and water supply**,
with recreation as a major benefit. Saw

The reservoir is about **1,475 acres at normal pool**, and the shoreline is about **56 miles** (shoreline is
managed under a Shoreline Management Plan). Saw

The dam is located roughly **4 miles west of Wilkesboro** (so you get “lake life” without feeling remote).
Saw

2) THE BIG “LAKEFRONT TRUTH” IN NC: SHORELINE RULES + DOCK PERMITS

If you're buying “on the lake,” this is the part that protects you. USACE manages shoreline use through a
**Shoreline Management Plan** designed to balance private use with public access and environmental protection.
The shoreline is classified into areas like **Public Recreation, Protected Shoreline, Limited Development, and
Prohibited Access**—and private facilities are generally only possible in certain zones with permits. Saw

WHAT THAT MEANS FOR BUYERS

A home can be **near the water** but not automatically eligible for a private dock.
**Vegetation clearing** and shoreline changes may be limited or require approval. Saw
USACE has a **permit process** and shoreline contacts (often handled through the Shoreline Ranger). Saw

**Qur promise as your buyer advocate:** before you assume “dock = yes,” we help you confirm what the
property can legally do under USACE shoreline rules.

3) RECREATION GUIDE (WHAT YOU CAN DO AT THE LAKE)

W. Kerr Scott is one of those rare lakes where you can truly build a lifestyle around the outdoors.

WATER FUN

**Boat ramps:** USACE notes **seven boat ramps**. Saw

**Swim beaches:** USACE lists **three public swim beaches**. Saw

**Fishing:** USACE highlights species like bass and catfish and calls out strong angling opportunities. Saw
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TRAILS (THIS IS A BIG DEAL HERE)

USACE promotes **40+ miles of singletrack** for mountain biking. Saw

The lake area includes segments connected to the **Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail**, with
NPS noting **11 miles of certified trail** at the reservoir. National Park Service

CAMPING + DAY USE

USACE lists **3 campgrounds** and provides seasonal windows (varies by campground). Saw

You can reserve camping and facilities through **Recreation.gov**. Recreation.gov

4) BOATING & SAFETY (SIMPLE, HELPFUL, NOT OVERWHELMING)

North Carolina boating rules apply, and certain areas around structures can have restrictions.

NC Wildlife's **Personal Watercraft (PWC/Jet Ski) law** includes no-wake buffers near people, docks, and
vessels. NC Wildlife

There are also state regulatory rules for “no wake” zones in specific regulated areas around the Kerr Scott
Dam/structures (outlined in NC administrative code). NCOA Hearings Reports

**Easy tip:** If you're buying for boating, we'll show you how to choose the right side of the lake for your
preferred activity (quiet coves vs open water access).

5) “REAL LIFE” LAKE LIVING: WHAT HOMES FEEL LIKE AROUND KERR SCOTT

Most buyers near W. Kerr Scott Lake want one of these lifestyles:

1) FULL-TIME “PEACE + PROXIMITY"

You want privacy, trees, and water nearby—but still quick access to Wilkesboro/North Wilkesboro.

2) WEEKEND HOME / SECOND HOME

You want easy trail access, kayaking, and a place to unplug.

3) LAND + CABINS VISION

Larger tracts near the reservoir (not necessarily “lakefront”) can be ideal—**but shoreline access and dock
rights must be verified** under USACE rules. Saw

6) HOW TO CHECK WATER LEVEL (BECAUSE IT MATTERS)

Water levels can change based on season, rain, and operations.

USACE provides **current pool elevation** updates online. Water Data

USGS also maintains monitoring data for the reservoir location. USGS Water Data

Teresa Overcash | Realty ONE Group Results | 302 S Stratford Rd, Ste C, Winston-Salem, NC 27103 Page 3
336-262-3111| teresaovercash@gmail.com | www.homesintriadnc.com



TERESA OVERCASH | REALTY ONE GROUP RESULTS www.homesintriadnc.com

HOW REALTY ONE GROUP RESULTS HELPS WITH KERR SCOTT PURCHASES

Lake-adjacent real estate can be a dream... and also a paperwork trap if you don’t verify the right things.

WE HELP YOU:

confirm shoreline classification + dock/shoreline permit realities (before you fall in love) Saw
evaluate resale value drivers: view, access, road type, privacy, and recreation proximity
coordinate inspection strategy (especially for cabins, older lake homes, and rural utilities)
build a “life-fit map” so your home matches the way you actually live

*Want a W. Kerr Scott Lake shortlist?*

Send us your budget, whether you want full-time or weekend living, and what matters most (dock potential, trail
access, privacy, views, easy drive). We'll create a clean list of best-fit options—and help you verify the shoreline
details.

FAQS (AEO-FRIENDLY)
IS W. KERR SCOTT LAKE THE SAME AS W. KERR SCOTT RESERVOIR?

Yes—"lake” is the common name, while the official name is **W. Kerr Scott Dam & Reservoir**. It's operated by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Saw

CAN | BUILD A DOCK ON W. KERR SCOTT LAKE?

Sometimes—but not always. USACE manages the shoreline under a Shoreline Management Plan and permits are
required. We help you confirm this for the exact address. Saw

WHAT CAN YOU DO AT W. KERR SCOTT LAKE?

Boating, fishing, swimming beaches, camping, picnic areas, and a major trail system (including extensive mountain
bike trails). Saw

HOW DO | CHECK LAKE WATER LEVELS?

USACE posts current pool elevation data online, and USGS also provides monitoring data. Water Data

Ready to Make Your Move?
Call or Text Teresa: 336-262-3111

Search Homes: www.homesintriadnc.com
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